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Dankwoord 
Everything started in Pozzuoli, Italy in summer of 1998, where we had spent a wonderful 
holiday in the close nearby of the Volcano Solfatara. To wake up in the morning with the smell of 
sulfuric gases arising from the mud ponds where Sulfolobus solfataricus grows clearly had a toxic 
effect on me so I have decided to search for a research group where I could find out more of such an 
extraordinary organism. With the encouragement of Miklos I had sent out several letters to 
European universities to find a project on Sulfolobus for my Master degree. Luckily Marieke 
Elferink had replied to my letter and encouraged to join the Extremophile Group at the Department 
of Molecular Microbiology. Dear Marieke with your kind invitation you opened an immense 
possibility for me. With the help of Marieke and Sonja Albers I entered the wonder of extremophile 
world and had spent 7 month working on signal sequencing of AraV and GlcV. Some poisons act in 
such a way that you want to stay poisoned therefore I was more then happy when Arnold Driessen 
offered me a PhD position in the Extremophile group.  
Dear Arnold thank you for the opportunity to be a member of your group and to have a 
project where I could not only to be the member of the Extremophile- but also of the Protein 
Secretion group. With your supervision I have not only gained knowledge of different fields of 
science but also about strength and steadfastness of purpose. Working beside you revealed the 
deepness of scientific thinking and gave me supervision with the feeling of freedom.  
Sonja, you were there with me from the very first day, in science, in life equally. Your 
ability to be a strict boss (without being bossy) and a friend at the same time helped me through the 
hardest times. Your scientific fantasy combined with hard work makes you a role model for me. 
Members of the Extremophile group will always be in my heart; my dear friend and 
paranimf Zalan Szabo, Asia Lubelska, Sonja Koning, Oscar Aguilera, my student Vicky Garrido, 
and finally Titia Plantinga our honorary member. I will never forget our brainstorms along with 
cookies in the mornings. We formed a special group to help and to hold, to cheer up and to 
encourage each other. Thank you very much! 
Chris van der Does, it is clear that your enthusiasm and power of conception gave a new 
turn to my project. It was great joy to work with you, to gain energy from your never ending 
enthusiasm and to try to grow up to your imagination. 
I also would like to thank to my labmates; Jelto Swaving my supervisor in the first year, 
Janny de Wit from whom I learnt a lot about organization and discipline, Paolo Natale, Redmar Bol 
and Gea Schuurman-Wolters, who helped me toward the inside of calorimetry.  
Francois du Plessis you are a wonderful person and I will never forget our conversations 
about life. I am happy that you as my paranimf will stand beside me on the promotion.  
I would like to acknowledge people of the Protein Secretion group, and members of the 
Molecular Microbiology group, please excuse me for not listing you all. 
I am grateful for Bea Zand-Scholten, Manon Dusseltje and Marga Brink for helping me in 
all the paperwork, without you I would have been lost in the Dutch burocracy. 
 Last but not least to my family. My parents who gave me their loving support through out 
my whole life, especially to my Mom who took the best care of my son David when I needed to 
work. 
Miklos, without your encouragement I did not even dare to enter the World of Science. You gave 
me not only your loving heart but showed a good example with your extraordinary persistence. 
Sharing my life with you is the biggest treasure for me. David and Sara you are the most precious 
for me, there are no words to express the happiness you brought into my life.    
 
 
 
 
